
 

 
Growing Up With Pets Fact File: Children and Pets 
 
Older children are capable of managing more pet care responsibilities than toddlers or 
infants, but they should not be relied on to be the pet’s primary caretaker. Though 
children might promise to walk Fido every day, parents shouldn’t rely on young children 
for daily pet maintenance. 
 
Preschoolers 
• Supervise children so they “play nicely” with pets.  
• Teach children and pets cues, such as “nice” and “easy,” so both understand 

appropriate play. 
• Do not expect young children to take on care responsibilities. 
 
Grade-schoolers 
• Involve children in pet training. 
• Enroll children in a program, such as 4-H, where they learn how to care for pets. 
• Monitor play time when noise levels increase and rowdy behavior can occur. Pets 

react to these environmental changes.  
 
Teens 
• Busy schedules often prevent teens from helping with pet care.  
 
Growing Up With Pets is sponsored by SENTINEL® (milbemycin oxime /lufenuron) 
Flavor Tabs®, which provides parasite protection in a formulation that is convenient and 
safe for use in households with children. 
 
Always test dogs for heartworm prior to using SENTINEL® Flavor Tabs®. A small 
percentage of treated dogs can experience digestive, neurological and skin side affects. 
See label for full product information. To locate a veterinarian that dispenses 
SENTINEL® Flavor Tabs®, call Novartis Animal Health, U.S., Inc. customer service at 
(800) 332-2761. 

 


